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Green Building Council of Australia
Policy priorities

About the GBCA
Established in 2002, the Green Building Council of Australia is
the nation’s authority on sustainable buildings, communities and cities.
Our vision is to create healthy, resilient and positive places for people and the natural
environment. Our purpose is to lead the sustainable transformation of Australia’s
built environment.
To do this, we:

We rate the sustainability of buildings
and communities through Australia’s only national,
voluntary, holistic rating system – Green Star.

We educate industry and government
practitioners and decision-makers and promote
green building programs, technologies,
design practices and operations.

We advocate for the sustainable
transformation of the built environment.

Our policy
priorities are:
●

Carbon positive buildings

●

Strong government leadership

●

Realising our vision for cities
and communities

●

Smarter infrastructure investments

●

Affordable, sustainable housing

Carbon positive buildings
Buildings are a major energy consumer, and their
operation contributes almost a quarter of our national
greenhouse gas emissions. However, the sector has
greater opportunities and lower costs to decarbonise,
and can help ease the transition to a low carbon
future consistent with our commitments under the
Paris Agreement.
The GBCA supports:
• A plan for net zero emissions buildings by 2050, with
interim targets for emissions and energy performance,
supporting policy frameworks and coordinated action
across different levels of government as well as a
process for reporting on progress.
• A National Construction Code that is zero carbon
ready, with a forward plan for energy efficiency
improvements to 2030 starting with a step-change in
residential requirements in the 2022 Code.
• Accelerated action on mid-tier buildings, by leveraging
the success of the Commercial Building Disclosure
program, incentivising building upgrades, and
investing in research.
Strong government leadership
Government leadership through the right policy settings
can provide industry with the certainty to commit to
a low emissions future, plan for the long-term, and
innovate through new design and construction practices,
technologies and business models.
The GBCA supports:
• A long-term national energy policy framework
that prioritises affordability, reliability and
emissions reduction.

• Setting stronger standards for government
owned and tenanted buildings through standards
for new buildings and fitouts as well as onsite
energy performance.
Continued investment into sustainable finance and
funding, including through increased support of the
Clean Energy Finance Corporation and the Australian
Renewable Energy Agency.
Realising our vision for cities and communities
Australia relies on liveable, productive and
sustainable cities for our growth and prosperity. All
governments have unique roles and responsibilities to
help shape the future of our communities and cities
through integrated planning and solutions that boost
productivity, support better governance and realise
co-benefits across our infrastructure investments.
The GBCA supports:
• Acceleration of the City Deals program to support
better governance for improved decision making,
ongoing investment for long-term integrated planning
and sustainable development, measurement through
the National City Performance Framework and the
application of robust, independent certification and
rating tools such as Green Star.
• Building government capability in integrating transport
infrastructure planning with land use planning, and
ensuring this objective is reflected in government’s
own priorities for infrastructure investment.
• Implementation of findings from the federal Inquiry into
the role of Australian governments in the development
of cities, tabled in the report Building Up and
Moving Out.
Smarter infrastructure investments
Social infrastructure encompasses community
shaping projects in the areas of healthcare, education,
transport oriented urban regeneration as well as
community, sporting and cultural facilities that help
build the fabric of our cities and have long term impacts
on the way we live. These investments represent
considerable opportunities to deliver value for the
tax-payer across portfolios.
The GBCA supports:
• Procurement reform through more balanced business
cases to realise better value from our infrastructure
investments across portfolios.
• More effective communication of the broader social,
environment and economic benefits of effectively
designed and procured social infrastructure
across our cities.

Affordable, sustainable housing
The quality of life of life for Australians is deeply
defined by the quality of their homes. Whilst poor
affordability and quality of housing in Australia can be
attributed to a range of supply and demand factors,
there is broad recognition that overcoming these issues
requires the support and mobilisation of Australia’s
property and construction sector.
The GBCA supports:
• A national housing strategy that promotes
affordable and sustainable housing supply to meet
existing and forecast demand. The strategy should
have regard to challenges around planning for housing
diversity and supply, funding and delivering
infrastructure, sustainability and innovation, and
effective community engagement.
• Adoption of the Australian Sustainable Environment
Council’s (ASBEC) Sustainable Homes Transition
Roadmap to enable the construction industry to
innovate and grow their capacity and skills to satisfy
the need for new jobs.
Our Industry:
The GBCA represents 650-plus individual companies
with a collective annual turnover of more than $40 billion.
Our membership reflects the diversity of Australian
business with over 500 small-to-medium enterprises
through to 75 companies with annual turnover of more
than $100 million and 24 companies now listed in the
ASX200, with a combined market capitalisation of
more than $620 billion.
Members include major developers, professional
services firms, banks, superannuation funds, product
manufacturers, retailers and suppliers. We also have
44 local government, 26 state government departments
and land organisations, and 18 university members.
GBCA company members alone employ more
than 50,000 staff across Australia. Our professional
development program boasts over 1,200 people
advancing their careers and building their skills through
their membership with the GBCA.

Connect:
Green Building Council of Australia
Level 31, International Towers, Tower Two
200 Barangaroo Avenue
Barangaroo NSW 2000
P: 02 8239 6200
W: www.gbca.org.au
E: info@gbca.org.au
Tw: @gbcaus

Over 2400
Green Star-rated projects
We have certified over

27.6 million sqm
of building space

40% of office space is
Green Star certified

6% of the workforce head
to a green office each day

48,000 people live
in Green Star-rated
apartments

485,000 people are
moving into Green Star
communities

1.3 million people
visit a Green Star-rated
shopping centre each day

