Initiative 3:

A vision for cities
and communities
1

Federal Election Platform 2019

Initiative 3:
A vision for cities and communities
What is the issue?
Australia relies on liveable,
productive and sustainable cities
for our growth and prosperity.
Whilst the Australian Government
has a clear mandate in shaping
our communities and cities,
this needs to be matched by
solutions to boost productivity,
support better governance and
realise co-benefits across our
infrastructure investments.
What is the opportunity?
Over the next 30 years, Australia’s population is
expected to grow to 36 million people, with three
quarters of this growth happening in our four
largest cities18.
This challenge puts our cities on the frontline of a host of
issues, from congestion, housing affordability, to climate
change and resource constraints. To ensure such
challenges can be addressed holistically and achieve
the required economic, social and environmental
outcomes for the sustainability of our cities, Australia
needs national policies that support a more integrated
approach to cities development, linking different levels
of government and providing infrastructure, housing,
employment and services
within a coherent network.
In recent years the GBCA has welcomed the
emergence of a bipartisan commitment at the national
level in cities policy, expressed through a dedicated
portfolio for Cities, Urban Infrastructure and Population,
the progression of a national Smart Cities Plan, City
Deals, the Smart Cities and Suburbs Program and the
National Performance Indicator Framework for Cities.
These initiatives besides reflecting the Australian
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Government’s growing influence in cities, also
provide an unprecedented opportunity to leverage
better outcomes.
The Australian Government has a distinct opportunity in
working with all levels of government, the private sector
and community to improve governance structures and
develop integrated long term strategies for addressing
our growth challenges. Whilst front end effort is required
to foster collaborative and flexible urban planning
processes, the benefits - reflected in more liveable,
sustainable and productive cities – can be significant
and long-lasting.

Why is this important for
industry?
Australia is a global leader in sustainable urban
development and industry is working closely with
governments and communities to design and build for
a growing population. Policy and governance reforms
that target best practice sustainability and liveability
outcomes at the community and city scale can support
this work by establishing a cohesive vision as well
as meaningful targets for liveability, sustainability,
resilience, emissions reduction, economic prosperity
and better governance. They can also help to catalyse
industry knowledge and expertise in the delivery of
projects across the country and help to build wider
market capacity in the process.

Why is it important for
communities?
Improvements in city planning are necessary to
realise the needs and expectations of our existing
and future communities. Liveable and sustainable
communities and cities have an ongoing commitment to
understanding community needs, and are designed and
built to optimise conditions for quality of life, productivity,
health, wellbeing and happiness.

What do we want to see?
The GBCA makes the following recommendations for
the Australian Government to influence better outcomes
in our cities and communities:

3.1 Deliver the recommendations from Building Up
and Moving Out
In September 2018, the House of Representatives
Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Transport and Cities
released the findings of its 2017 Inquiry into the Australian
Government’s role in the development of cities.
The aim of the inquiry was to consider how national policy
can foster collaborative and flexible urban planning
responses, and examine what planning tools, models,
indicators and alternative funding options would be
required to inform the assessment of the liveability,
sustainability and resilience urban centres.
The findings were tabled in a report titled Building Up
and Moving Out, which included 37 recommendations
on an expansive range of issues falling under ‘The Pattern
of Settlement’, ‘Sustainable Urban Form’ and ‘The Role
of Government’.
Assessments of issues at a national, regional and city level
were accompanied by solutions to ensure that our cities
and regions remain sustainable, accessible and liveable.
The impact of the Australian Government through various
policy responsibilities and programs was examined as well
as issues of urban sustainability, the need for integrated
holistic planning and best practice urban design. Among
various helpful recommendations, the report called for
Government endorsement of the Urban Design Protocol for
Australian Cities, the broader application of rating systems
such as Green Star to urban regeneration. The role of
buildings in delivering energy productivity and reducing
our emissions was also explored, with recommendations
to extend effective policies and programs such as the
Commercial Building Disclosure and the Smart Cities and
Suburbs programs.
To deliver better value for money for infrastructure,
the report proposes a whole-of-life approach that
gives consideration to the way economic, social and
environmental sustainability objectives are met. There
is a strong focus on metropolitan governance, through
recommendations for an accelerated City Deals program
and the greater use of city commissions like the Greater
Sydney Commission and delivery agencies.
Together, the findings and recommendations establish a
comprehensive, bipartisan and evidence based plan for
how to solve the many problems of Australia’s growth and
settlement. The GBCA commends the Inquiry for delivering
a clear, substantive set of directions that should serve as
the basis for policy thinking around cities at the federal
level, and urges the Australian Government adopt all of the
recommendations in its response to the report.
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Recommendation
Adopt the findings from the federal Inquiry
examining the Australian Government’s role
in the development of cities and implement
the recommendations presented in the report
Building Up and Moving Out.

3.2 Maximise the potential of City Deals
The Australian Government has an opportunity to leverage
better outcomes for communities and cities through the City
Deals framework. City Deals can promote integrated strategic
planning and coordination across levels of government,
allowing for a more focused dialogue nationally for the
development of cities and regions.
The GBCA recommends immediate and long-term increases
in infrastructure funding to substantiate future City Deals. This
funding should be supported by policies and instruments
that encourage co-investment by state, territory, local
governments and the private sector.
The creation of statutorily independent development
corporations to guide development, manage procurement,
engage effectively with the community and industry will
be beneficial in delivering large, complex infrastructure
and urban renewal projects. The success of agencies like
the Fisherman’s Bend Taskforce, the Barangaroo Delivery
Authority and the Sydney Olympic Park Authority are powerful
models to consider as mechanisms to drive effective city and
economic development and renewal.
Measurement and benchmarking are key enablers for City
Deals to ensure that desired outcomes and targets are met
across projects. The Australian Government’s commitment
to the National Performance Framework can be leveraged in
the City Deals context, by using the performance indicators
established through the Framework, to inform the design
of City Deals, and create a direct connection between the
two initiatives. The delivery of better economic, social and
environmental outcomes at a community and project level
should complement this through independent third party
certification of outcomes, like that provided by Green Star.
Green Star has been used extensively across Australia for
community and precinct-scale developments to demonstrate
how these projects are delivering not just environmental
benefits, but also in improvements in liveability, economic
prosperity, governance and innovation.
As such, the Australian Government should require best
practice design supported by third party verification like
Green Star on all relevant infrastructure and associated
urban renewal projects including projects planned or funded
through City Deals.

Recommendation
Resource the acceleration of the City Deals
program to support better governance for
improved decisions, ongoing investment,
long-term integrated planning and sustainable
development across our major cities and
urban growth areas. The success of City Deals
should be measured using the National City
Performance Framework and the application
of third party certification, like that provided
by Green Star can be used to demonstrate
achievement of project outcomes.

3.3 Catalyse community development
through transport
Transport connectivity is critical for improving the
productivity of our cities. In response to challenges arising
from rapid urbanisation such as urban sprawl, declining
productivity and congestion, investing in transport
infrastructure that lifts the connectivity and economic
output of our cities must be a national priority.
Over the next ten years, the Australian Government will
invest $75 billion into nationally significant transport
projects19. To unlock the potential of these investments,
improvements in long-term infrastructure planning, project
appraisal and project selection will be necessary. This
includes integrated infrastructure and land-use planning
across all levels of government to ensure that urban
transport decisions complement land use decisions.
Across all of Australia’s major cities, governments are
moving towards urban renewal to accommodate growth
and avoid inefficient urban sprawl. Increased residential
density and better public transport near employment
centres provides a solution to the issues of congestion
and increased commuting times for workers. Infrastructure
Australia points out that these urban renewal precincts
can offer the efficiency benefits of integrating land use
and transport20. For instance, enabling developments
near public transport infrastructure hubs not only helps
to reduce congestion, it can also promote a network
of well-designed urban communities focused around
transit stations. These transit oriented developments can
provide a number of mixed uses from residential, retail,
commercial, to high quality public spaces and streets.
An increasingly common change seen across Australian
cities is the presence of public transport infrastructure that
attracts high density development, with corridors of higher
density housing and commercial premises located along
transit routes21.
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Integrated strategic planning necessarily requires good
governance, transparency and improved arrangements
to help stakeholders stay aligned their vision. It also
requires rigorous, integrated and consistent data to ensure
that decisions are underpinned by evidence. The use of
tools such as Green Star – Communities in a planning
capacity can provide high level strategic principles and
support government data gathering through benchmarking
performance over time. By referencing Green Star –
Communities in policies, and encouraging its use for transit
oriented development projects, governments can take
advantage of the common language developed for the tool
through extensive and ongoing consultation by the GBCA.
The GBCA believes that the Australian Government should
fund Infrastructure Australia to help build capacity across
state governments in integrating transport infrastructure
planning with land use planning, and ensure this objective
is reflected in the Commonwealth’s own priorities for
transport infrastructure investment. The use of the tools
such as Green Star to demonstrate the delivery of various
social, economic and environmental co-benefits should be
a requirement of businesses case development for projects
seeking to deliver benefits to the community

Recommendation
Provide funding for Infrastructure Australia to
build capacity across state governments in
integrating transport infrastructure planning
with land use planning, and ensure this
objective is reflected in the Commonwealth’s
own priorities for transport infrastructure
investment. The use of the tools such as Green
Star to demonstrate the delivery of various
social, economic and environmental co-benefits
should be a requirement of businesses case
development for projects seeking to deliver
benefits to the community.
18Urbis and Property Council of Australia, Creating Great Australian Cities,
2018
19Department of Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities,
Strengthening Australia’s cities and regions – the Australian Government’s
10 Year Investment in Infrastructure, 2018
20Infrastructure Australia, Australia Infrastructure Audit, Our Infrastructure
Challenges, Vol.1, 2015, p.19
21Department of Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities, State of
Australian Cities 2014-15, 2015, p.111

