GBCA Advocacy
Highlights 2018

We are proud to work collaboratively
across government and industry to
deliver healthier, more productive,
sustainable and resilient places for people

The GBCA advocates to:
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Achieve more
productive, liveable,
sustainable and
healthy cities
Secure more resilient
communities
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Deliver a low carbon
high performing
built environment

Raise minimum
standards through
the national
construction code
Facilitate
sustainable utility
infrastructure

The GBCA represents over 600 individual companies with a collective annual turnover
of more than $40 billion. Our membership reflects the diversity of Australian business
with over 500 small-to-medium enterprises through to 75 companies with an annual
turnover of more than $100 million and 24 companies listed in the ASX200, with a
combined market capitalisation of more than $620 billion. Members include major
developers, professional services firms, government departments and local councils,
banks, superannuation funds product manufacturers, retailers and suppliers

Government
membership:

We also have 44 local government, 26 state government
departments and land organisations, 18 university members,
and 2 federal government departments. GBCA company
members alone employ more than 50,000 staff across Australia.

Influencing change in 2018
Achieve more productive, liveable, sustainable
and healthy cities
• Federal Inquiry into the Australian Government’s Role in the Development of Cities proposes
reforms reflecting GBCA priorities around improvements to energy productivity and reducing
emissions, support for best practice urban design, the role of government leadership and
procurement, a better approach to infrastructure business cases, and recommends the broader
application of Green Star to urban regeneration.
• Collaborated with the Australian Government on a joint report celebrating Australian expertise in
green buildings and highlighting opportunities for knowledge sharing across the ASEAN region.
• Federal Opposition cities policy reflects GBCA priorities for an integrated approach to urban
policy development to improve liveability and sustainability, including committing to improve
governance structures and develop integrated long term strategies to improve land use planning,
housing affordability, settlement patterns and social cohesion, and to address climate change
and urban congestion.
• Supported the delivery of the City of Sydney’s Sustainable Destination Partnership, an alliance to
drive leadership around sustainability in the accommodation and entertainment sector along the
lines of the Better Buildings Partnership.

Secure more resilient communities
• Australia’s first Voluntary National Review on progress with the Sustainable Development
Goals reference GBCA and Green Star’s role in practically improving sustainability across
the built environment and realising SDGs at a project and community level, through improved
governance, liveability, economic prosperity, sustainability and resilience.
• Carbon Positive Roadmap adopted by the City of Melbourne to assist in setting targets for
the City’s Climate change Mitigation Strategy to 2050.
• A commitment to 4 & 5 Star Green Star requirements at building scale and a 6 Star Green Star
- Community requirement at the precinct scale reflected in the Victorian Government framework
and planning provisions for Fishermans Bend Urban Renewal Area.
• A commitment to Green Star for buildings and communities embedded within Arden Urban
Renewal Area Framework.
• Won the 2018 Banksia Sustainability Awards for the Not for Profit and NGO category in
recognition of Green Star’s contribution to a sustainable future and delivering progress on
the UNSDGs.

Continued...

Deliver a low carbon high performing built environment
• Greenhouse and Energy Minimum Standards Act Review reflects GBCA recommendations for
a more robust, streamlined approach to energy efficiency standards for appliances and driving
harmonisation with state and territory government policies aimed at reducing emissions.
•F
 ederal Opposition energy policy platform references GBCA thought leadership in driving energy
efficiency in the built environment and reflects GBCA priorities for:
- Retaining the National Energy Guarantee (provided bipartisan support)
- Increased funding for the Clean Energy Finance Corporation
- Prioritisation of energy efficiency and renewable generation
- Prioritisation of energy productivity through the National Energy Productivity Plan
and a COAG review of demand side measure

Raise minimum standards through the national
construction code
• With ASBEC and ClimateWorks Australia, delivered an evidence base for commercial and
residential energy efficiency improvements in the National Construction Code, the commercial
modelling for which was adopted by the Federal Government to develop a trajectory for Code
increases from 2022 onwards. This work has also directly contributed to a commitment by state
building ministers to reassess the energy requirements for residential buildings in the next review
of the National Construction Code.

Facilitate sustainable utility infrastructure
• Worked collaboratively with Open Cities (opencities.net.au) to support a collective voice for the
delivery of next generation utilities infrastructure.
Australian Embassy, Washington

The numbers
129 meetings

across all three levels of government,
from meeting with the office of the
Federal Minister for Energy, the Shadow
Minister for Climate Change and Energy
to state energy and building ministers.

Minister Don Harwin &
CEO Romilly Madew

19 submissions

105 Phillip St, Parramatta
Green Star – Office As Built

across all three levels of government
ranging from the consultation on the 2019
update of the National Construction Code
to the Draft State Planning Policies for
South Australia, and the City of Sydney’s
Sustainable Office Buildings Plan.

36 media releases

ranging from the announcement of GBCA’s
2000th Green Star certification milestone,
to welcoming new signatories to the
Net Zero Carbon Buildings Commitment
and providing comment on policy
announcements at all levels of government.

Wollongong City Council
Green Star – Performance

23 government

certified projects,

Scarborough Beach Pool,
Scarborough
Green Star – Design & As Built

ranging from the Australian Embassy
in Washington, the new Royal
Adelaide Hospital to Queen Victoria
Market Precinct Renewal Program to
Scarborough Beach Pool.

Thank you for your support. Please don’t hesitate to contact
us at info@gbca.org.au should you wish to learn more about
our policy and advocacy activities.

