GBCA Advocacy Highlights
2016 –17

We are proud to work collaboratively across
government and industry to deliver healthier,
more productive, sustainable and
resilient places for people
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The GBCA advocates to:
1

Achieve more productive, liveable, sustainable and healthy cities

2

Secure more resilient communities

3

Deliver a low carbon high performing built environment

4

Raise minimum standards through the national construction code

5

Facilitate sustainable utility infrastructure

The GBCA represents 650-plus individual companies with a collective
annual turnover of more than $40 billion. Our membership reflects the diversity of
Australian business with over 500 small-to-medium enterprises through to 75 companies
with an annual turnover of more than $100 million and 24 companies listed in the ASX200,
with a combined market capitalisation of more than $620 billion. Members include major
developers, professional services firms, government departments and local councils,
banks, superannuation funds, product manufacturers, retailers and suppliers.

Government membership:
We also have 44 local government, 26 state government departments and land
organisations, 18 university members, and 2 federal government departments.
GBCA company members alone employ more than 50,000 staff across Australia.

Influencing change in 2016-17
Achieve more productive, liveable, sustainable and healthy cities
• Australian Government working collaboratively with GBCA to influence
National Performance Indicator Framework for Cities.

• Chief Executive represented on Federal Governments Cities Reference Group.
• Trusted advisor status continues with Infrastructure Australia, Infrastructure Victoria,
Infrastructure NSW, Clean Energy Finance Corporation and Government Land Organisations.

Secure more resilient communities
• Green Star Communities Guide for Local Government launched at Australian Local Government.
Association National General Assembly with over 800 delegates receiving a copy of the Guide.
• Green Star requirements reflected in Queensland Government Building Plan, Climate Change
Transition Strategy and Built Environment and Infrastructure Sector Adaptation Plan.
• Green Star embedded within UrbanGrowth NSW draft sustainability strategy.

Deliver a low carbon high performing built environment
• Finkel Review reflects GBCA priority for increasing energy efficiency.
• Supporting roll out of Federal Governments Commercial Building Disclosure Program over 1000m².
• Highlighting the role of the built environment with the Federal Environment and Energy Minister as part of
the Climate Change Policy Review as well as the Federal Shadow Minister for Climate Change and Energy.

• NSW Climate Change Policy reflects GBCA priorities as reflected in the Australian Sustainable Built
Environment Council (ASBEC) Low Carbon High Performance report.

Raise minimum standards through the national construction code
• With ASBEC, supporting the delivery of an evidence base to increase stringency in the next upgrade
of the National Construction Code (NCC) in 2019, and deliver forward trajectories to guide upgrades
from 2022.

• Working with building Ministers nationally to support the upgrade to NCC.

Facilitate sustainable utility infrastructure
• Worked collaboratively with representatives from across a broad cross-section of industry to develop
a strategic plan for a new association providing a collective voice supporting the delivery of sustainable
district utilities. Further work to define the strategic plan will take place over the coming months.

• Finkel Review supportive of increasing role of sustainable utility infrastructure.

The numbers
102 meetings across all
three levels of government, from meeting
with the Federal Minister for Environment, the
Federal Shadow Minister for Climate Change and
Energy, through to State Planning Ministers and
Executive from the Australian Local Government
Association to advance our policy priorities.

29 submissions across all three
levels of government ranging from the
Federal Governments Climate Change
Policy Review, UrbanGrowth NSW Draft
Sustainability Strategy through to Sunshine
Coast Councils Draft Environment and
Parramatta Square
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Liveability Strategy.

37 media releases ranging from
welcoming the new-look federal portfolio
of Environment and Energy through to urging the
people of WA to consider the long-term plan for
the state’s sustainable future and supporting local
governments create more healthy, resilient
positive places for their communities.

Fisherman’s Bend
Green Star – Communities

17 government certified projects
with a further 13 registered. Certified projects include City of
Gosnells Mills Park Community Facility and South Australian
Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources
office fit-out; with registered projects including Northern
Beaches Council Ingleside Release and Victorian
Governments Department of Environment, Land, Water
City of Gosnells Civic Centre
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and Planning Fishermans Bend Framework.

Thank you for your support. Please don’t hesitate to contact us to discuss future plans and policies.
+61 8239 6200 info@gbca.org.au

